	Reported by (Name):


	Michael Taylor, MS

	Organization: 


	Medical Dosimetry Certification Board (MDCB)

	Position Title:


	AAPM Representative (Liaison)

	Activity:


	Test development, test preparation, scoring analysis; Other misc. Board business.

	Meeting Dates:


	February 18-19, 2011
St. Petersburg, FL
August 12-13, 2011           Vancouver, BC
November 11-12, 2011      New Orleans, LA

	Meeting Location:


	St. Petersburg, FL             Vancouver, BC

New Orleáns, LA

	Payment $:


	No costs to AAPM; MDCB covers expenses

	Reasons for Attending or not Attending


	Attended all meetings

	Issues from Previous Meetings or Year:


	Transition to Computer Based Testing (CBT).  Transition to a new database for CMDs.

	General Description of Activities of the Organization and/or Meeting:


	MDCB Exam content, eligibility routes



	Issues for AAPM:


	None

	Budget Request ($):


	None


As noted from the introduction on the MDCB website, “The MDCB exists to promote excellence in cancer care by advancing the profession of medical dosimetry. The MDCB has therefore developed and maintains an ethical framework and formal mechanism for medical dosimetrists to gain certification and demonstrate continuing competency. This process has been achieved through on-going collaboration with representatives from several related radiation oncology disciplines. With respect to the common goal of the health care team who strive to provide exemplary care to patients who have cancer, the concept of acknowledging the distinct abilities of the medical dosimetrist emerged and continues to define the role of the MDCB.”  (www.mdcb.org)
The close of 2011 marked my first year of five as AAPM liaison to the MDCB.  I replaced Walter Tang, Phd who completed his five year term in 2010.  The 2011 year was very busy as the paper-based exam was phased out and the exam was electronically administered for the first time.  Overall, the Computer Based Test (CBT) was a success.  In addition to the usual three times yearly face-to-face meetings; there were numerous conference calls to ensure the transition to CBT went smoothly.  

At the February 2011 meeting, we discussed updating the exam, specifically how to implement more visual questions with the capability that Prometric provides such as drag/drop and ‘hot spots’.  Items for the upcoming CBT exam were reviewed.  Additionally, the board met with Heuristics, a company which provides database services for CMD applicants and current CMD maintenance of certification item storage.  The main topic of discussion was strategic planning and the importance of developing an external item writing committee.  It was felt that the external item writing committee was necessary to increase the size of the item bank to accommodate the future CBT administrations.  Board administrative items were discussed and reviewed or approved.
At the August 2011 meeting, we had an item writing workshop presentation from Prometric.  The goals of the presentation were to update many of the items in the current item bank so the question structure is more consistent with other board examination bodies (ABR, etc.).  I was tasked with heading up the Test Development Committee for MDCB.  The Board continued discussion on the development of an external item writing committee.  This has been discussed with Steven deBoer, AAPM liaison to AAMD, and he has organized an AAMD committee eager to begin work on this.  Exam specific items, eligibility routes, as well as administrative items were discussed and reviewed or approved.  
During the November 2011 meeting the Board reviewed the September 2011 CBT results.  We identified issues with the current CBT as well as goals for upcoming exams.  Board administrative items and eligibility routes were discussed and reviewed or approved.

Finally, I made one additional trip to the AAMD meeting in Orlando, FL on August 4-6, 2011 to present and answer questions regarding the new eligibility criteria the MDCB has implemented.
Michael Taylor, MS

AAPM Liaison to the MDCB Board

