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Chairs and Liaisons

Brachytherapy Subcommittee (BTSC), Mark Rivard

Special Brachytherapy Modalities Working Group (SBM), Bruce Thomadsen

High-Energy Brachytherapy Source Dosimetry Working Group (HEBD), Jose Perez-Calatayud

Low-Energy Brachytherapy Source Dosimetry Working Group (LEBD), Michael Mitch
Robotics Working Group (LEBSC), Bruce Thomadsen
Brachytherapy Source Registry Working Group (BSR), Geoff Ibbott

TG-129 Eye plaque dosimetry, Sou-Tung Chiu-Tsao

TG-137 Prostate cancer dose prescription recommendations, Ravinder Nath

TG-138 Brachytherapy dose evaluation uncertainties, Larry DeWerd

TG-143 Dosimetry for elongated brachytherapy sources, Ali Meigooni

TG-144 Dosimetry and QA procedures for 90Y microsphere brachytherapy for liver cancer, Andy Dezarn

TG-167 Investigational brachytherapy source recommendations, Ravinder Nath

TG-182 Electronic brachytherapy QA recommendations, Bruce Thomadsen

American Brachytherapy Society (ABS), Bill Bice

European Society for Therapeutic Radiology & Oncology (ESTRO), Jack Venselaar
Special Brachytherapy Modalities working group
Thomadsen reported at the 27 July 2008 BTSC mtg that all TGs (129, 143, and 144) are making progress on first drafts of reports.  TG-149 on intravascular brachytherapy was published in MedPhys Nov. 2007, and is all done.  TG-182 on eBx QA should be approved by TPC in a few months (addendum: this was approved on 6 November 2008).
High Energy Brachytherapy Dosimetry working group
Perez-Calatayud holds monthly phonecalls and is working on the high-energy consensus dataset methodology. Recent advances for the forthcoming report include source models to be used for producing consensus datasets, source models where only references will be included, radial range of dose rate date, incorporation of full scatter conditions, and corrections to non-full scatter datasets.  The goal is preparation of joint AAPM/ESTRO recommendations on high-energy brachytherapy source dosimetry.  Report outline is complete, consensus datasets being prepared, new consensus methodologies (compared to LEBD) being examined.

Low Energy Brachytherapy Dosimetry working group
Mitch holds monthly phonecalls and is working on developing consensus datasets for new low-energy photon-emitting brachytherapy sources (e.g., 131Cs).  The report will include expansion of acceptable/benchmarked measurement and simulation techniques considering advances in research.  LEBD works closely with NIST, the RPC, and the CLA Subcommittee to oversee dosimetric aspects and calibrations, and requires calibration resets and dosimetry investigations in cases where it appears manufacturers may alter brachytherapy source construction.  TG-137 has received extensive feedback based on comments from ESTRO’s BRAPHYQS+PROBATE and TPC earlier this year.  A revised report was distributed, and comments are expected back in December.  For TG-138, Ibbott and Rivard are finalizing the last few sections of its report.  DeWerd will request a TPC lead reviewer be appointed at the TPC mtg @ RPC in 2009.  Nath has made intense progress on TG-167; report v.9 has been distributed for email and teleconference discussion.  Goal is BTSC review by AAPM09.
Robotics working group
Co-chairs Thomadsen and Yan Yu are developing a report outline for facilitating communication amongst brachytherapy robotics investigators, developing educational programs to appraise the AAPM members and the radiotherapy community about brachytherapy robotics, establishing guidelines for use and QA, suggesting guidelines for procedural and performance accuracy, and to assist establishing clinical trials using robotic delivery of brachytherapy.
Brachytherapy Source Registry working group
BSR does not physically meet as Ibbott addresses required changes to the joint AAPM-RPC Brachytherapy Source Registry via email.  The model 6733 125I source is not on the market, and the WG will inquire on its status for possible removal from the Registry.  IsoRay Medical (131Cs manufacturer) has submitted materials and may be added to the Registry following review.

Brachytherapy Subcommittee
A new Task Group (chair = Luc Beaulieu) has been proposed to assess advanced brachytherapy dose calculation algorithms such as Monte Carlo and collapsed cone.  This proposal was approved by BTSC in September, and is under review by TPC.  Goal is to provide a guidance report within two years towards coinciding with advances made by research teams on this topic.
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