Liason REPORT

 9th Biennial ESTRO MEETING ON

Physics and Radiation Technology

for clinical radiotherapy

I.  Meeting date and location: September 9 -14, 2007, Barcelona, Spain

II. General Aspects

The 9th Biennial ESTRO MEETING in Barcelona had its focus on Physics and Radiation Technology for clinical radiotherapy. It as usual included all aspects of therapeutic physics and several sessions on radiobiology. Because of interest and application in the application of imaging several courses and sessions included image guidance in the context of radiation therapy. Special consideration was given to the needs of radiation therapy technologists as well.

ESTRO meeting this year began with pre-meeting workshops on:

· Monitor unit calculations

· IGRT

Scientific program began on Monday September 9, 2007. There were up-to three parallel sessions at some occasions. These were organized under the following subcategories:

· Teaching lectures (Refresher courses)

· Symposia and proffered papers

· Posters

· Awards session

In general there were two parallel sessions to cover symposia and proffered papers. Posters could be viewed though out the meeting. The total attendance (including technologists, companions and vendors) was about 2300. About 960 exhibitors are included in this total. There were 66 companies that participated in technical exhibits. A summary schedule is given in the attached (Summary Schedule p 1- 4. rtf). Primary topics of the meeting are given below:
a. Teaching lectures

b. Symposia:

c. Satellite Symposium

Brain Lab: IGRT in daily clinical use and future outlook

Elekta: Moving forward together… the customers’ experience of Elekta solutions

IBA: Clinical vs experimental particle therapy

Scandidos: Delta – clinical experience with new IMRT and 4D-RT QA device

Sunnulear: Mapcheck – the gold standard for IMRT QA

Siemens Medical solutions: Innovation in particle therapy

d. Proffered Papers

e. Award Lectures: Varian Service, Accuray Award, Jack Fowler – University of WI

III. Major Sessions

A listing of the major sessions is given below:

Physics


lMRT
Dosimetry




Pre treatment Verification




Treatment Verification




Site Specific Treatment Planning




Optimisation




Clinical Implementation




General


Monte Carlo for TPS


Monte Carlo for Dosimetry and QA

IGRT

Treatment Delivery




Volume Definition




4D imaging




Brachytherapy

Brachytherapy
Verification and Dosimetry




Planning




Conventional BT & Seeds

Treatment Margins & Geomtetric Accuracy

Stereotactic Treatment

Radiobiology and Radiobiological Models in Plan 

Evaluation

Proton and Ion Therapy

Special Treatment Techniques

Breathing Adapted RT

Dose Volume Parameters and Clinic Outcome

QA   Equipment



TPS



Legal Aspects

Radiation Protection

Basic Dosimetry

Other

Radiation Technologists

Breast,H & N, Lung, Prostate, Pediaric, Other sites

Patient positioning, patient care/preparation/self management, treatment techniques/ imaging, fusion and target definition, quality assurance, risk management and others

IV. Committees

COMMITTEES

SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE ESTRO25

a. ORGANISING COMMITTEE


H. Nystrom (UK)  Chairperson, G. Brusadin (I), X. Domenech (SP), C. Fiorino (I), G. Gagliardi (S),B. Heijmen (NL), N. Jornet (SP), I. Knoos (S), T. Lomax (CH), i. Malicki 

(PL),M. Mast (NL), A. Nahum (UK), D.R. Olsen (NO), U. Oelfke (D), A. Osztavics 

(A),M. Ribas (SP), M. Tenhunen (H), D. Thwaites (UK), J. Venselaar (NIL),D. Verellen (B)

b. NATIONAL ORGANISING COMMITTEE

Chairpersons: M. Ribas and X. Domenech  (Barcelona)

Committee members: M. Beltran (Madrid), J.M5. de Frutos (Valladolid), E. de Sena (Salamanca),J. Fernández (Oviedo), P. Fernández Leton (Madrid), P. Galan (Malaga),A. Garcia (Zaragoza), M5 A. Guisasola (San Sebastian), N. Jornet (Barcelona), M5 C. Lizuain (Barcelona), F. Lliso (Valencia), s. Lopez (Barcelona), M. Meichor (Madrid), C. Muñoz (Girona), L. Nunez (Madrid), C. Pinza (Santa Cruz de Tenerife), C. Sáez (Barcelona), M. Salgado, (Vigo), 

F. Sánchez Doblado (Sevilla), W. Sanjuanbenito  (Alicante), M. Vilches (Granada)

c. PROGRAMME COMMITTEE

M. Baumann (D) M. Brada (UK) J. Cunningham (IRL) G. Gagliardi (5) J. Giralt (E)

V. Gregoire (B) J. Malicki (PL) H. McNair (UK) J. Overgaard (DK) R. Potter (A)

K. Skladowski (PL) F. Stewart (NL) V. Valentini (I)

d. SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE 

G. Brusadin(IT), X. Domenech(SP), C. Fiorino (IT), G. Gagliardi (SE), B. Heijmen (NL), N. Jornet (SP), T Knoos (SE), T. Lomax (CH), J. Malicki (PL), M, Mast (NL), A. Nahum (UK), D. R. Olsen (NC), U. Oelfke (DE), A. Osztavic (AT), M. Ribas (SP), M. Tenhunen (FI), D. Thwaites (GB), J. Venselaer (NL), D. Verellen (BE)

e. ESTRO BOARD

President M. Baumann (D) 

Past‑president M. Brada (UK) 

President‑elect V. Grégoire (B)

Treasurer H. Stankusova (CZ)  Secretary J. Dobbs (UK) 

Executive administrator U. Ricardi (I)  Editor in Chief J. Overgaard (DK)

Councillor B. Davis (CH)  Councillor G. Gagliardi (S)  Councillor D. Georg (A)

Councillor J. Giralt (E)  Councillor G. Kantor (F)  Councillor P. Lukas (A)

Councillor P. Poortmans (NL)

f. PHYSICS COMMITTEE

D. Thwaites (UK)  Chairperson

W. Buiski (PL) B. Calandrino (I) 


L. Cozzi (CH) B. Davis (CH) MC. Lopez (P)

T. Eudaldo (E) C. Fiorino (I) 
G. Gagliardi (S)


I. L. Lamm (5)
T. Knöös (S)

J. Malicki (PL) B. McCleari (IRL)


A. McKenzie (UK) B. Mijnheer(NL) H. Nyström (DK)

D.R. Olsen (N) W. Schlegel (D) 


D. Verellen (B)

g. CONFERENCE SECRETARIAT

Conference manager: Muriel Hallet

Avenue E. Mounierlaan 83

B – 1200 Brussels

Tel.: +32.2.775.93.40

Fax.: +32.2.779.54.94

E‑mail: Muriel.hallet@estro.be
         info@estro.be
         www.estro.be
V. Role of the Physics Committee

The Board of European Society appoints the Physics Committee for Therapeutic Radiology and Oncology (ESTRO).  The primary purpose of the Committee is:


to advise the Board on questions related to clinical physics;


to improve the quality of physics in radiotherapy;


to organize scientific meetings and working parties under the auspices of the Board, e.g., the Biennial Meeting on Physics in Clinical Radiotherapy;


to advise on the physics program at ESTRO meetings; and,


to cooperate with other organizations on clinical physics.

The Physics members were very much interested to have the AAPM members participate in the activities of ESTRO and were equally interested in participating in the activities of AAPM.  They wish to continue the collaboration with the AAPM.

Overall, ESTRO continues to organize highly successful meeting with emphasis on teaching and significant scientific and technical content. 
VI. Physics Committee Issues

a. ESTRO-EQUAL:  

· Wider QA activities in ESTRO. 

· EQUAL has a need for focused scientific advisory groups. 

· Activities: Trial QA, IMRT QA

b. Committee Reports:

· Brachytherapy Physics (Report positively remarked on the inclusion of an European Brachytherapy Physicist on TG on High LET Brachytherapy-Sources.)

· Book-Lets (Publication Policy was discussed, IMRT QA booklet ready for review)

· Physics Courses (IMRT course successful, rotate teachers every two years 150 participants, Course on IGRT 130/150 of registrants, Course on Dose modeling and verification, Basic Physics Course (try to have a ratio 1:1 between physicians and physicists)

· Education CT and core group 

· QUASIMODO continuation

· European Institute

· Clinical Audit

c. Meetings:

· ESTRO meeting on physics and radiation technology for Clinical Radiation therapy, Barcelona, 2007

· ESTRO 27, Gothenburg 2008

d. ESTRO physics committee international links and activities

· AAPM

· EFOMP

· ASTRO connectivity

· IAEA

e. New members of the Physics Committee

· Every year members about 25% of the mebership is replaced by new members.

f. Physics committee collaboration with other ESTRO standing committees

· Clinical committee

· Guidelines for technology assessment and validation in radiation oncology (involvement of the vendors), how does this fit with EIR ?

· Physics input to radiobiology course?

g. Physics contribution to Newsletter and ESTRO website

· Involvement of young physicists Mailflash, Meeting with young physicists/strategy meeting

h. New working groups/guidelines?
· Small field

· New technology … guidelines, dosimetry, …

· 2D/3D dosimetry

VII. Future Meetings

· 2 4 NOVEMBER 2007

Embracing Excellence in Prostate and Kidney Cancer   111 European Multidisciplinary Meeting on Urological Cancers, Barcelona, Spain (Jointly organized by EAU   ESMO   ESTRO)

EUROPEAN SCHOOL OF RADIOTHERAPY 2007

· 25 29 March
Radiotherapy Treatment Planning: Principles and Practice, Dublin, Ireland

· 25 29 March
Modern Brachytherapy Techniques, Como, Italy

· 29 April 3 May
Molecular Oncology for the Radiation Oncologist, Estoril, Portugal

· 29 April 3 May
Dose Calculation and Verification of External Beam Radiotherapy, Budapest, Hungary

· 21 23 May
Evidence and Research in Rectal Cancer, Rome, Italy

· 27 31 May
Imaging for Target Volume Determination in Radiotherapy, lzmir, Turkey

· 03 07 June
Basic Clinical Radiobiology (extra edition), Beijing, China

· 24 26 June
Brachytherapy for Prostate Cancer, Prague, Czech Republic

· 01 05 July
IMRT and Other Conformal Techniques in Practice, Vienna, Austria

· 01 06 July
Evidence Based Radiation Oncology: Methodological Basis & Clinical Application (extra edition), Krakow, Poland

· 22 25 August
From 2D to 3D Imaging and Radiotherapy Planning (special edition), St Petersburg, Russia

· 30 Aug. 1 Sept.
3D image based Brachytherapy in gynaecological malignancies., Copenhagen, Denmark

· 30 Sept. 4 Oct.
Radiotherapy with Protons and Ions, Heidelberg, Germany

· 14 18 October
Basic Clinical Radiobiology, Giardini Naxos, Italy

· 21  25 October
Physics for Clinical Radiotherapy, Limassol, Cyprus

· 11 16 November
Evidence Based Radiation Oncology: Methodological Basis & Clinical Application, Athens, Greece

· 09 13 December
Image Guided Radiotherapy in Clinical Practice, Brussels, Belgium

------------------------------------------------------------------------

IX. Overall Remarks

Estro is an extremely well organized group with major focus on teaching, research and clinical applications of modern radiobiological, imaging and treatment delivery tools. Over the last 5 years it has doubled its membership of physicists and corporate personnel. It is to some extent due to their aggressive organization of teaching courses in addition to the annual meeting. Every year there are large number of teaching courses around Europe and developing countries. AAPM should consider organizing similar courses in different regions or state on if not monthly, at least quarterly basis.

Respectfully submitted by
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Bhudatt Paliwal, PhD

Liason, ESTRO 

Alternate: Wolfgang Tome, PhD

