	Reported by (Name):


	Mark J. Rivard, Ph.D.

	Organization:


	European Society for Radiotherapy and Oncology

	Position Title:


	member, ESTRO Brachytherapy Physics Quality System (BRAPHYQS) committee

	Activity:


	annual meeting

	Meeting Dates:


	8-9 November 2012

	Meeting Location:


	Casa 400 hotel, Amsterdam, the Netherlands

	Payment $:


	$0

	Reasons for Attending or not Attending


	Invited to present AAPM brachytherapy physics activities.

	Issues from Previous Meetings or Year:


	None

	General Description of Activities of the Organization and/or Meeting:


	Assembly of BRAPHYQS members to report on their research and clinical physics activities.

	Issues for AAPM:


	ESTRO continues their enthusiasm to collaborate with AAPM.

	Budget Request ($):


	$0, all expenses paid through ESTRO BRAPHYQS travel grant.
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Chairs and Vice Chair
Brachytherapy Subcommittee (BTSC), Larry DeWerd and Zoubir Ouhib

Working Groups

Special Brachytherapy Modalities (SBM), Ravinder Nath

Low-Energy Brachytherapy Source Dosimetry (LEBD), Chris Melhus and Ali Meigooni

High-Energy Brachytherapy Source Dosimetry (HEBD), Jose Perez-Calatayud and Facundo Ballester

Robotic Brachytherapy (Robotics), Bruce Thomadsen and Yan Yu

Brachytherapy Source Registry (BSR), Mark Rivard

Model-Based Dose Calculations (MBDC), Luc Beaulieu and Frank-Andre’ Siebert

Task Groups

TG-129 Eye plaque dosimetry, Sou-Tung Chiu-Tsao

TG-143 Dosimetry for elongated brachytherapy sources, Ravinder Nath and Mark Rivard

TG-182 Electronic brachytherapy quality management, Bruce Thomadsen

TG-221 Ocular brachytherapy, Christopher Melhus and Rowan Thomson

TG-222 Operative interstitial lung brachytherapy, Cynthia Thomason

TG-236 3D Imaging based treatment planning, Yongbok Kim

TG-167 Investigational brachytherapy sources, Ravinder Nath

TG-192 Image-guided robotic brachytherapy, Tarun Podder

TG-186 Model-based brachytherapy dosimetry techniques, Luc Beaulieu

Societal Liaisons

American Brachytherapy Society (ABS), Zoubir Ouhib
European Society for Radiotherapy & Oncology (ESTRO), Jack Venselaar

Special Brachytherapy Modalities working group

a) TG-129 report (jointly with ABS) was published in the October 2012 issue of Medical Physics.  TG-221 continues and diversifies the effort (see below).

b) TG-143 has nothing new to report.

c) TG-182 has nothing new to report.

d) TG-221 has regular phonecalls and has made an outline of the proposed report and contained scope.  Both photon and beta emitters are to be included.  The literature search is complete, and drafts on clinical practice standards for both types of radiation are in process.  From the onset, this is to be a joint AAPM+ESTRO report.  ESTRO representatives Francoise Vanneste of Belgium and Theo Kaulich of Germany were approved by BRAPHYQS leadership and are actively contributing to the report development.

e) TG-222 met during the AAPM12 mtg in July, and is preparing the report outline.  Some members have quit due to time commitments, while Yongbok Kim, Sujatha Pai, and Rowan Thomson recently joined based on their areas of expertise.  Another phonecall is planned for later this year.

Low-Energy Brachytherapy Dosimetry working group

Melhus has directed the group to finish the TG-43U1S2 report.  Three writing assignments on reference techniques for dose measurements remain (photon spectroscopy, radiochromic film, TLD powder in water/plastic).  Drafts have been circulated for group review.  Another phonecall is planned for later this year.

The TG-167 report was reviewed in 2009.  Siebert and Venselaar have since contributed and helped make this a joint AAPM+ESTRO report given cross-societal review.  The revision is underway with plans for resubmission this year.

High Energy Brachytherapy Dosimetry working group

The joint AAPM+ESTRO report on HE BT dosimetry took ~ 7 years and was published in the May 2012 issue of Medical Physics.  A new report is being written on source calibrations for clinical endusers, source manufacturers, and calibration laboratories.

Robotic Brachytherapy working group
The TG-192 report has been reviewed and is under revision with a plan to resubmit later this year.

Brachytherapy Source Registry working group

New members are being sought to start 1/1/2013.
Model-Based Dose Calculations working group
The working group continues much progress establishing benchmarks for dose calculations, dose evaluation tools, TPS utility commonality amongst manufacturers, and example process maps delineating clinical workflow.  Phonecalls are held regularly.
Update on brachytherapy-related meetings
The University of Lübeck will hold an Interdisciplinary Teaching Course on Head and Neck Brachytherapy (December 6-8, 2012).

http://www.americanbrachytherapy.org/meetings/Flyer_Brachytherapie.pdf
The 2013 ABG annual meeting will be held March 14-16 in Brisbane, Australia.

Keynote speakers are Drs. Juantia Crook, Dan Scanderbeg, and Christian Kirisits.

http://www.conferenceworks.com.au/abg/p/speakers
The 2013 ABS annual meeting will be held April 18-20 in New Orleans, Louisiana, concurrent with the 2013 ESTRO Congress in Geneva, Switzerland (April 19-23).

http://www.americanbrachytherapy.org/meetings/index.cfm
http://www.estro-events.org/Pages/WCB2012.aspx
Physics abstract dispositions have been decided, and will be announced within 1 month.

The ABS will hold a Summer School on GYN BT in Chicago (July 12-13, 2013).

The AAPM2013 annual meeting will be held August 4-8 in Indianapolis, Indiana.

http://www.aapm.org/meetings/default.asp
The 2014 ABS annual meeting will be held April 3-5 in San Diego, California, concurrent with the 2014 ESTRO Congress in Vienna, Austria (April 4-8).
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