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Report of Attendance at AGaRT Meeting
International Atomic Energy Agency
Vienna, Austria
June 21-22, 2012

In 2009, the IAEA created the Advisory Group on increasing access to Radiotherapy Technology in low and middle income countries (AGaRT). The AGaRT was developed within the Programme of Action for Cancer Therapy (PACT), whose role is leverage international collaborations to develop and manage projects directed toward fighting cancer in the developing world. 

The first meeting of AGaRT was held in 2010, and representatives of low and middle income countries were invited, as were representatives of manufacturers of radiotherapy equipment. Observers from several international organizations with an interest in radiation therapy were also invited. As chair of IEC subcommittee 62C, I was invited but was unable to attend due to a conflict. My predecessor as chair of subcommittee 62C, Professor Stephen Lillicrap, attended both the first meeting in 2010 and the second meeting in 2010, when I again had a conflict. 

At this, the third meeting of AGaRT, the agenda (attached) called for a review of the report from the second meeting, at which a set of recommendations were made for actions to be taken by the AGaRT members and by the IAEA. Given that the second meeting was held in November 2011 and only six months had passed, not a great deal of activity had occurred. However, the terms of reference (attached) were reviewed and discussed. Progress had been made on the 1st year activities and several of the 2nd to 3rd year activities. The following of the original activities remain to be addressed:

VI. 2nd to 3rd year Activities
a.  Review and recommend minimum requirements for operating radiotherapy equipment in terms of working conditions, infrastructure etc.; 
b. Review and recommend affordable, appropriate and suitable radiotherapy equipment packages and radiotherapy turn-key solutions; 
c. Review financial schemes (and recommend new ones when feasible) for delivery of radiotherapy equipment packages and radiotherapy turn-key solutions.


VII. 3rd to 5th year Activities
d. Develop and recommend guidelines for facility design, operation and maintenance of radiotherapy equipment to guarantee the development and production of affordable, suitable and highly reliable radiotherapy solutions for LMI countries in the future.
e. Develop and recommend guidelines for sale and service contracts to ensure affordable radiotherapy solutions with guaranteed long-term functionality for LMI countries in the future.

Considerable discussion was held on these activities and the direction to take.  Presentations were made by several invited speakers including representatives of the IAEA and WHO, and a representative of the Harvard Global Equity Initiative. Each of the manufacturers represented had been invited to present their proposals for radiotherapy solutions to meet the 3rd to 5th year goals. These presentations stimulated much discussion, particularly with regard to the importance of training and service. The regional representatives indicated their desire that the proposed solutions be offered with an all-inclusive price that guaranteed installation, training, service and maintenance for a long term such as 5 to 10 years.

The following decisions were reached:
The regional representatives would, during the next month, finalize their recommendations for radiotherapy solutions at three levels of sophistication. Communication is to be handled by email. These recommendations would be forwarded to the IAEA secretariat for review.
The IAEA secretariat would distribute publications based on the IAEA Report on Establishing a Radiotherapy Programme.
Manufacturers would consider responses to the recommendations for complete solutions made by the regional representatives.
Another meeting is expected to take place in 2013.
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