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What is accreditation?

• It is not an artificial hoop through which to jump
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What is accreditation?

Accreditation is an ongoing, continuous process 
that represents your CT practice

Think of your accredited CT 
practice as a nicely landscaped 
yard – you’ll need to take care of 
it regularly
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Why seek accreditation?

• Reimbursement & accreditation support
• A window to best practices
• An evolving community standard
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Why is accreditation important?

As a result of the potential dangers … (CMS) will require the 
accreditation of facilities providing advanced imaging services in non-
hospital, freestanding settings beginning January 1, 2012. In addition, 
the state of California has mandated that facilities that furnish CT X-
ray services become accredited by July 1, 2013. In addition, in May, 
…(ACR) launched its National Radiology Data Registry 
(NRDR)…The fee-for-service registry includes a tool that can be used 
to target specific areas for improving practice. 

From
(The Joint Commission 

Sentinal Event Alert
Issue 47, August 24, 2011)
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Why accreditation?

Example
State of Minnesota

Population: 5 million
Accredited CT imaging sites: 80
Applications under review: 15

An evolving community standard



AAPM 2011 Summit on CT Dose 

Who are the stakeholders?

• Radiologists
• Technologists
• Administrators
• Physicists
• Referring medical professionals
• Patients
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How to best support accreditation as a tech

• Understand the “big picture”
• Know your specific job/role
• Know everyone else’s just a bit
• Develop a new culture: Accreditation is a higher 
platform upon which your entire practice stands 
and thrives
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How to best support accreditation as a tech

• Understand the “big picture”
• Start with the ACR website (www.acr.org)
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How to best support accreditation as a tech

Navigate to the ACR CT 
accreditation webpage – Review 
the FAQ’s
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How to best support accreditation as a tech

Q. My facility has never applied for accreditation before, and would like to 
become ACR Accredited for Computed Tomography. How do we get started?

A. Start by reading the following documents, available on the ACR website: 
• The Diagnostic Modality Accreditation Program Overview 
• The ACR CT Accreditation Program Requirements 
• The ACR CT Accreditation Clinical Image Quality Guide 
• The ACR CT Accreditation Testing Instructions 
• The ACR CT Accreditation Phantom Testing Instructions
• The ACR CT Accreditation Toolkit for Site Visits (FZ addition to list)

From the “ACR CT Accreditation FAQ’s”

Details of accreditation programs vary among modalities, 
 read the CT-specific documents
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Roles & Responsibilities

• Radiologists
• Technologists
• Administrators
• Physicists
• Referring medical professionals
• Patients
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Role & Responsibilities of the Radiologist

Note:  There is a 
separate table for 
physicians 
interpreting cardiac 
CT
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Role & Responsibilities of the Radiologist
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Role & Responsibilities of the Radiologist
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Role & Responsibilities of the Physicist
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Role & Responsibilities of the Physicist

Whether you have a staff physicist or a consultant
• Physicist role is ongoing during the year
• Advice: Discuss/arrange ongoing involvement if 
contracting w/consultant
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Roles & Responsibilities of the technologist

From Table of Contents: ACR CT Accreditation Program Requirements

The word “technologist” only 
appears in a couple of sections, does 
that mean a limited role for tech?

In fact, the tech has a significant 
role in almost all the required 
components – often it is an 
indirect or informal role
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Roles & Responsibilities of the technologist

Tech initial & continuing experience:
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Roles & Responsibilities of the technologist
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Roles & Responsibilities of the technologist

Quality Control Note

All technologists should understand the QC program:
• Requirements
• Action levels
• Corrective Actions

Test      Check results      If failure, repeat      If failure    Corrective action  

Documentation

Process:
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Practical Advice

• Continually refer to the guidance documents
• Seek advice/guidance from colleagues, other facilities
• Balance the urge to do everything with the necessity 

for all to acknowledge & perform their roles
• Don’t file accreditation issues away after completion 

– pull out the site visit tool kit & keep accreditation 
“on your plate”
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Summary/Conclusion

• Know “the big picture.” ACR website has a trove of 
useful & important documents – familiarize yourself 
w/the website & its contents

• The tech has defined formal role and likely a huge 
informal or indirect role in accreditation

• There is a continuous quality control requirement and 
all techs should be familiar with it

• Accreditation is an ongoing process –
Welcome it as a positive enhancement 

to your practice!


